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2026 Band Plans
The 2026 Band Plans are in this edition of RadCom (pages 56-61). The band plans are also available on the RSGB website in various 
formats, where more detailed change notes can also be found to guide users. In summary the changes for 2026 are:

• HF: The 5MHz band plan has been updated to emphasise correct operating, in the light of out-of-band FT8 usage and Ofcom
monitoring concerns (as reported in the January RadCom)

• VHF: At 50MHz there are several updates to accommodate new repeater inputs which use a wider 1MHz split - easing the
implementation of duplex filters for repeaters

• UHF: One new 430/439MHz channel pair has been designated for low power ad-hoc repeaters

Regarding other matters: 
• Microwave: We await the formal approval of an updated 23cm band plan that will be considered by the IARU-R1 General Conference

in September 2026
• Channelling: Radio amateurs are also reminded that both the 145 and 430 MHz bands are increasingly using narrower 12.5kHz

channelling for FM/Digital. Please ensure that equipment is set correctly for narrow deviation transmissions, and to take care to select
kit with better receiver selectivity and/or CTCSS as appropriate.

As band plans do change over time, please ensure you only refer or link to the current ones on the RSGB website and remove any older 
ones you have locally. Unfortunately, we still note some websites and unofficial usage charts have obsolete information and urge that 
these are all removed. The latest band plan information, including the master Excel files, can be found on the Operating section of the 
RSGB website. Please do not host copies on other websites. If you are unsure, by all means contact the relevant Spectrum Manager via 
hf.manager@rsgb.org.uk, vhf.manager@rsgb.org.uk or microwave.manager@rsgb.org.uk
RSGB Spectrum Forum Chair, Murray Niman, G6JYB

RSGB Band Plans online:
 https://rsgb.org/bandplans
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