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27th March 2015 
 

Radio Society of Great Britain 
Minutes of the EMC Committee Meeting 

Thursday 19th March 2015  
Held on Skype 

 
 
Those attending 
Dr John Rogers M0JAV (Chairman) (JR) John Woodhouse G6GPF (JW) 
Hilary Claytonsmith (HC)   Colin Richards G3YCR (CR)  
Richard Marshall G3SBA  (RM)  Brendan Minish G7CUW EI6IZ (BM) 
Dr David Lauder G0SNO  (DL)   Robin Page-Jones G3JWI (RPJ) Acting Secretary
      
  
 
1 General 

 
1.1 Apologies for Absence.  

There were no apologies for absence. All current members were present. 
 

1.2 Approval of the minutes of the November meeting.  
 This has already been done by email. 
  
1.3  Matters Arising 
 It was agreed that this should not be taken as a separate item. Points would be discussed 

as they arose. 
   
2 Sub-group Reports 
 
2.1 Advisors Report.   

It was noted that, as requested, the report now gave a brief summary of each case. 
The problem of cases to which there was no practical solution was discussed.  It was 
agreed that in such cases the member should be advised of the practical situation and 
thanked for reporting the case. He/she should be asked to provide a summary of the 
technical aspects of the problem for future use. The case would then be closed and 
archived. 
 

2.2 Lobbying Report 
New WTA Regulation. JR Commented that the analysis and response document 
prepared by CR had been well received within the Society. 
Solar PV CR expanded on two specific valid cases saying OFCOM had refused to act.  
JR said that he would be attending the RSGB/OFCOM meeting. Some possible joint 
action between CR and JR was discussed. 
BIS and Fixed Installations There was discussions about how we should proceed to 
deal with BIS’s refusal to acknowledge that Solar PV installations are “fixed”. CR to 
progress this. 
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2.3	  Standards	  Report.	  
CISPR/H	  Task	  Force	  (GCPC)	  There	  was	  considerable	  discussion	  on	  the	  interpretation	  
of	  points	  made	  by	  Thilo	  Kootz,	  DL9KCE.	  	  DL	  will	  email	  JW	  indicating	  where	  
clarification	  is	  required.	  

 
2.4 Publications Report 

 The provision of a Reference Section. JR reported that this action is now complete. It 
had taken longer than expected because difficulties with access procedures which have 
now been resolved. 
Yearbook.  
It was agreed that last year’s copy was mainly OK except for editorial changes but we 
needed an update on DL’s section on ferrites and an update on Committee Information by 
JR to include how members can help us. RPJ emphasised the need to supply the copy in 
good time to avoid a last minute rush.  
Possible New EMC publication. JR asked the Committee’s  opinion about a new EMC 
book. The emphasis would be on modern problems and fixes rather than theory. One 
suggestion was a collection of items from the EMC Column along the lines of the 
Technical Topics collections. 

 
2.5 Investigations Report. 

Solar PV. JR said the someone is needed to take over the Solar PV task from DB. DL 
said he had more visits to make but the problem is time and priorities. Solar PV and 
VDSL are both important issues. 
Wind Turbines There was discussion on the case at Goole? JR to contact the member 
concerned again when he has received input from standards activity. DL said we need to 
go back to OFCOM on this case to ascertain their position if/when the new WT 
regulation comes in to force. 
LED Lights. DL mentioned a case in Cumbria. He hopes to visit while in the area at  
Easter. 
VDSL. JR expanded on the table of the report. A significant proportion of cases involved 
interference on 10MHz. There was discussion of “notchability”.  It seems that some 
countries such as the Irish Republic can notch by cabinet.  
 

3 Committee Membership 
Recruiting new helpers and members. JR said this was now crucial and asked that 
members on the Skype to think of RSGB members who might be interested. Some 
members were mentioned as being possibilities.  
RM suggested that we put an item in the EMC Journal and this was agreed. 
 Backing up the Advisor. JR commented that the coordinator was doing a very good 
job, the problem lay in providing the back-up. There was quite a lot of discussion on this. 
It was suggested that we need to integrate the advisor scheme and the EMC Forum. JR 
said that the Society accepted that the RSGB forums needed improvement and ways of 
making them more usable was being pursued as a matter of urgency. We will ask all 
advisors to join the EMC Forum some are reluctant to do so. 
 

4 RadCom EMC Article 
JR will draft out something and circulate it. Suggestions as to topics would be welcome 
bearing in mind that the intention is not to produce a technical article but rather a “what 
we do and come and help us” theme 
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5 Meetings  
 This topic will be dealt with by email.  
 
6 VDSL 

This topic partly covered elsewhere. Parts not covered will be dealt with by email. 
 
7 Technical Issues 

Software to Identify VDSL. DL will email Martin S about possible future actions. 
 Noise Initiative. This is ongoing. JR is to arrange a meeting with Mike Warrington after 

Easter 
PME and Leaflet EMC 07. JW outlined the current situation. He pointed out that the 
ruptured neutral may now be more of a problem than in the early years of PME due to the 
varying practises of the private electricity suppliers. He is perusing this with the intension 
of getting official agreement on the amateur radio situation. 

 
8 Current Cases 
 Specific cases were discussed under other topics. 

 
9 The Next EMC Column 

Due to time limitations this topic was not discussed 
  
10  AOB 

 BM will email CR to discuss some regulatory issues. 
HC commented that she understood that the Mandate M313 would be withdrawn in April 
2016. There was brief discussion as to whether it was to be withdrawn completely or re-
issued in some way. 

 
JR Thanked everyone and closed the meeting at 9.45pm 
 
 
 
 


