GB2RS NEWS

Sunday 26th May 2013

The news headlines:

· Oklahoma tornado response
· New afternoon readings of news on 5MHz
· Logbook of the World hits 500 million QSOs
American hams rallied together in the aftermath of the tornado in Oklahoma, working in conjunction with other emergency responders such as the American Red Cross. Although the devastation is vast in the affected area, it was confined to a comparatively narrow strip some two miles wide by 17 miles long. Normal emergency services communications were relatively unaffected and the requirement for amateur assistance was small. Hams remain on alert in case of further problems. 

Now that the 5MHz Experiment has terminated, there have been several suggestions that the time and frequency of the 5MHz GB2RS news might be changed. Accordingly it has been decided to introduce a news reading at 4pm local time each Sunday on 5398.5kHz, which is 5kHz lower than the present busy frequency. As from and including today, each news reader will make a repeat reading at 4pm. The existing 12.30pm schedule will continue on the present frequency until the end of June. Thereafter the new schedule only will continue. It is hoped that the new time will result in reduced D-region absorption with better intra-UK propagation. The outcome of this change will be reviewed in April next year. In the meantime reception reports should be exchanged during the after-news nets, and may also be emailed to gb2rs@ntlworld.com.
The ARRL recently announced that the Logbook of the World has reached 500 million QSOs. The milestone was reached on the evening of Tuesday 21 May. The system was introduced in September 2003 and has found increasing acceptance within the amateur community, particularly those who strive for the various ARRL operating awards. 

The planned Cordell Expedition operation to Heard Island has been postponed until January 2015. Organisers cite the cost of chartering their preferred vessel as a major reason for the delay. The expected overall expenditure for the DXpedition is in the region of a million pounds, some two-thirds of which relates to transportation costs. Full details are on the DXpedition website, www.heardisland.org.

Hams worldwide are invited to submit papers for publication in the printed proceedings of the joint ARRL and Tucson Amateur Packet Radio Digital Communications Conference, which is on 20 to 22 September in Seattle, Washington. You do not have to attend to submit a paper for consideration. Submissions will not be edited and authors will retain all rights. For more information email maty@arrl.org.

G100RSGB, the special event callsign celebrating the RSGB Centenary will be operated by Blackwood & DARS in Newport today. On Monday it moves to the Hoover ARC for four days, operating on 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 and 2m from Merthyr Tydfil on the 27th and Brecon Beacons, IO81HF on the 28th to 30th. Newport ARS take over the callsign for the 31st, operating Top Band to 10m from Newport, then next weekend it goes to Llanelli ARS for three days of operating HF from Llanelli. Details of how to get your QSL card are on the RSGB website, www.rsgb.org.uk under the Operating drop down menu, clicking on Centenary Station.

And now for the details of rallies and events for the coming week 

The next rally we have details on is the Spalding & DARS annual rally on 2 June at The Sir John Gleed Technology School, Halmer Gardens, Spalding, Lincs PE11 2EF. There’s free parking, and the rally opens at 10am, or ten minutes earlier for those with special needs. Details from John, G4NBR, on 07946 302 815, or online at www.sdars.org.uk].

If you have any rally or event information you’d like to appear in future editions of the News and in RadCom, please email details to GB2RS@regb.org.uk. 

Now for the news of special events

Lough Erne ARC are operating GB2MAC this weekend from Marble Arch Caves International Geopark to mark the start of European Geopark Week. Many other Geoparks will be on the air from around the world including Papuk Geopark in Croatia as 9A1GEO and Harz Geopark in Germany as DK0GEO.

Marconi used the yacht Elettra as a mobile laboratory and II1BTK will be on the air to commemorate it next weekend as part of Museum Ships Weekend. The station will be operated by the ARI Fidenza Club and a special QSL card will be available. 

On June 26th 1913, Barrow Wireless Association in NW England received a transmitting licence from the Post Office, the fifth English club to do so. Furness Amateur Radio Society, as a successor to that association, is celebrating this centenary with a series of events and on-air activities. Ofcom have been approached for a special callsign and this will be announced as soon as it is confirmed. Amateurs in the UK and beyond are invited to work the station. Activity will be from early June for around 28 days.

And now the DX news compiled from 425 DX News and other sources

VE3DZ will be active as VP9FOC from Bermuda, IOTA reference NA-005, until 30 May. He will be operational on all of the HF bands. QSL via his home call. 

UT6UD will be operational from Hiva Oa Island, OC-027, in the Marquesas from 7 to 13 July and from Rurutu, OC-050, in the Austral Islands from 14 to 22 July, operating stroke F Oh. He will be active on 30m to 10m on CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via his home callsign, UT6UD.
Now the contest news

The CQ Worldwide WPX contest CW leg comes to a close at 2359 tonight. Operation is all HF contest bands and the exchange is RST and serial number. 

The third 70MHz Cumulative Contest runs from 1400 to 1600UTC today. Using all modes the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator.

Also today, the first in a series of five 5.7, 10 and 24GHz Contests organised by the UK Microwave Group takes place from 0600 to 1800UTC. the exchange is signal report, serial number and locator. 

The RSGB CW National Field Day is next weekend, 1 and 2 June, from 1500 to 1500UTC. Operating on all HF contest bands from 1.8 to 28 MHz, the exchange is RST and serial number.

Also next weekend is the UK Six Metre Group Summer Sporadic-E contest. It runs from 1300-1300UTC on 6m, all modes. The report is RST, serial number, locator and membership number.

Finally for this week, the UK Microwave Group Low Band contest is next Sunday from 1000 to 1600UTC. Operating on the 1.3, 2.3 and 3.4GHz bands, the exchange is RST, serial number and locator. 

And now the solar factual data for the period from Friday the 17th to Thursday the 23rd of May, compiled by Neil Clarke, G0CAS on Friday the 24th of May.

Numerous sunspot groups were visible every day, some were large and magnetically complex to produce sizeable solar flares. Solar activity varied between low and high. Three M class solar flares took place, one on the 17th, 20th and the largest on the 22nd. All produced sudden ionospheric disturbances and coronal mass ejections. Solar flux levels started the period at 136 units but declined to 125 by the 21st. The average was 133 units. The 90 day solar flux average on the 23rd was 122 units, that's two units up on last week. X-ray flux levels increased from B4.8 units on the 18th to C1 by the 22nd. The average was B6.6 units. Geomagnetic activity started at unsettled levels with an Ap index of 24 units on the 18th and 14 the next day. Activity then declined to quiet levels for the remainder of the period. The average was Ap 12 units. Solar wind data from the ACE spacecraft saw a gradual increase in solar wind speeds from 360 kilometres per second on the 17th to 500 by the 22nd. Particle densities were moderate most days with 30 particles per cubic centimetre recorded on the 18th. Bz varied between minus and plus 4 nanoTeslas on the quietest day and between minus 13 and plus 9 nanoTeslas on the most disturbed day. Sporadic-E occurred most days on 28, 50 and 70MHz. An experimental propagation beacon, WG2XPN, is currently beaming to Europe with a 3 kilowatt ERP from grid square FM67 on 70.005MHz, to explore possible trans-Atlantic propagation on 4m during the summer sporadic-E season.

And finally the solar forecast for the coming week. This week the quiet side of the Sun is expected to be rotating into view. Solar activity is expected to be at low levels, however, activity could increase to moderate levels on some days. Geomagnetic activity should start the week at quiet levels but from midweek onwards activity is expected to increase due to a recurring coronal hole. MUFs during daylight hours at equal latitudes should be around 23MHz for the south and 20MHz for the north. Darkness hour lows should be about 13MHz. Paths this week to Japan should have a maximum usable frequency with a 50 per cent success rate of around 21MHz. The optimum working frequency with a 90 per cent success rate will be about 16MHz. The best time to try this path will be between 1000 and 1500 hours UTC. MUFs will decline during any magnetic disturbance, especially high latitude and polar paths. Sporadic-E is expected to take most days on 28MHz and the lower VHF bands but only occasionally on 144MHz.

And that’s all for this week from the propagation team. 

Next, the Local News:

Please note that details of all RSGB-affiliated clubs and societies
can be found on the RSGB website, including email addresses
and website links where known.

[Note to Newsreaders: Please read the local news items appropriate to the service area of your transmission.]

NEWS FOR THE MIDLANDS

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Lincoln Short-Wave Club is taking part in the 50MHz UK AC on Tuesday. On Wednesday there’s a talk by John G0ATW & Lee G4TNX. The club net is on Thursday on 145.375MHz from 8pm as usual. The Saturday surgery and mentoring commences at 9am in the shack, and the Intermediate course is on every Saturday and Sunday in June. Sunday sees a club trip to the Spalding rally. For more information contact Pam Rose, G4STO, on 01427 788 356. 

Wythall Radio Club is holding its holding club net on 145.225MHz from 8pm today and next Sunday. There’s a curry night at Monsoon on Monday. Tuesday sees a Morse class from 7.45pm, followed at 8.30pm by free and easy session. The shack social is on Friday from 7.30pm. Details from Chris, G0EYO, on 07710 412 819. 
Friskney and East Lincolnshire Communications Club is running a club net on Monday from 7.30pm on 144.165MHz USB, vertical polarisation. On Wednesday from 8pm there is a M3+M6 club net on GB3FR from 8pm. Friday sees a club net on GB3FR from 8pm. Contact the FELCC Information Line on 07554 362 020 for more information.

South Birmingham Radio Society has a coffee morning in the club room on Tuesday from 11am. Thursday sees training classes with Dave Murphy, G8OWL and on Friday there’s an open evening in the club room. Contact Mick Cleary, G7RRP, on 07595 696 359.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Gloucester Amateur Radio & Electronics Society is operating at Crickley Hill. Contact Anne, 2E1GKY, 01242 699595 daytime, daytime, www.g4aym.org.uk

On Monday Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society club is meeting and on the air at Warmley Rugby Club. More information from Robert Bird, by email to spirit.guide@hotmail.co.uk.

On Tuesday Derby & District Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on the work of the RAIBC. Contact Richard Buckby, by email to radio@dadars.org.uk.

On Tuesday Dudley and District Amateur Radio Society is taking parting the 3cm and 6m contests. Details from Carl Roberts, M0ZCR, by email to m0zcr@live.co.uk. 

On Tuesday Loughborough & District Amateur Radio Club is holding a practical evening. Contact Chris, G1ETZ, on 01509 504 319.

On Tuesday Worcester Radio Amateurs Association is having a practical night with Ed. Details from Rich Moles, M0UVA, via email to secretary@m0zoo.co.uk.

On Wednesday Midland Amateur Radio Society is holding training classes and discussing field day and contests. Details from Norman, G8BHE, on 07808 078 003.

On Wednesday South Kesteven Amateur Radio Society is having an informal evening. Contact Nigel, M0CVO, on 01476 402 550.

On Wednesday South Notts Amateur Radio Club is holding a members-only forum. Details form Terry, M0RIA, on 01159 372 942.

On Wednesday Telford & District Amateur Radio Society is holding a BBQ. Contact Mike, G3JKX, on 01952 299 677.

On Thursday Salop Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on the world above HF by Peter, G3SMT. Details on the club website at www.salop-ars.org.uk.

On Friday Coventry Amateur Radio Society is holding a wine & cheese evening. Contact John, G8SEQ, on 07958 777 363.

On Friday Hucknall Rolls Royce Amateur Radio Club is holding an open forum and enrolling for the Foundation course. Details from Dave Wilde, G1YAI, by email to treasurer@hrrarc.com.  

On Sunday Spalding & District Amateur Radio Society is at the SDARS rally. For more information contact Graham Boor, G8NWC, on 0794 776 4481.

NEWS FOR THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

On Monday Angel of the North Amateur Radio Club is on the air. Contact Nancy Bone, G7UUR, on 01914 770 036.

On Monday Thornton Cleveleys Amateur Radio Society is holding an auction. Details from John E Rodway, G4FRK, on 01253 862 810.

On Tuesday Chester & District Radio Society is holding its annual dinner. Contact Bruce Sutherland, M0CVP, on 01244 343 825.

On Wednesday Denby Dale Radio Club is having a Real Ale night at the Star Inn, Lockwood. Details from Richard, M0RBG, on 07976 220 126.

On Wednesday Hornsea Amateur Radio Club is preparing for NFD. Contact Gordon MacNaught, G3WOV, on 01377 240 573.

On Wednesday South Lancashire Amateur Radio Club has its Chairman’s Trophy Challenge - making an audio amplifier. Details from Allan Green, 2E0RAG, on 07533 970 841.

On Thursday South Manchester Radio and Computer Club is having a talk on VHF Antennas by Terry, G6CRF. Details from Ron, G3SVW, on 01619 693 999.

On Friday East Cleveland Amateur Radio Club is having a bring in something interesting evening. For more information contact Alistair, G4OLK, on 01642 475 671.

On Saturday Sheffield Amateur Radio Club is taking part in the RSGB National Field Day CW contest as G2AS/P. More information from Peter Day, G3PHO, by email to sarc@g3pho.org.uk.

On Saturday Stockport Radio Society commences its weekend event for National Field Day. Contact Nigel Roscoe, on 07973 312 699.

NEWS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

On Tuesday Mid Ulster Amateur Radio Club is having a shack night. Next Saturday there’s a display at the Lurgan Country Show, Lurgan, Co Armagh. Details from Brian Burns, MI0TGO, by email to muarc.secretary@yahoo.co.uk.  

NEWS FOR SCOTLAND

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Stirling District Amateur Radio Society is open today and next Sunday from 10.30am till late afternoon for construction, training, projects and operating. The weekly club meeting is on Thursday. More information from John McGowan, by email to gm0fsv@gm6nx.com. 

West of Scotland Amateur Radio Society is having a construction and licence preparation night on Wednesday. On Friday there’s a club night with talks and quiz. Contact info@wosars.org.uk.

Glenrothes & DRC is having an operating evening on Wednesday. Next weekend it’s the NFD at Union Farm. Contact Tam, on 0775 3526 498.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Tuesday Kilmarnock & Loudoun Amateur Radio Club is having a club night. Contact Graham, MM3GDC, by email to mm3gdc@btinternet.com.

On Tuesday Livingston & District Amateur Radio Society is having Morse code practice. Details from Norman, GM1CNH, on 07740 946 192.

On Thursday Aberdeen Amateur Radio Society is having a talk on model aircraft by Michael Pirie. Contact Fred Gordon, MM0ODL, on 01975 651 365.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH EAST and EAST ANGLIA

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Brede Steam Amateur Radio Society is at the shack on Tuesday, and the AGM is on Saturday. For more information contact Steve, on 01424 720 815.

On Wednesday Chesham & District Amateur Radio Society is on the air. Saturday sees the start of the RSGB HF CW Field Day weekend event. More details from Terry, G0VFW, on 01442 831 491.

Norfolk Amateur Radio Club is having an informal meeting on Wednesday, including a Contest Workshop. On Saturday it’s the NFD and Radio Active weekend event at the Ellingham Ranch. Details from Chris Danby, G0DWV, on 01603 898 678.

Coalhouse Fort Amateur Radio Society is putting GB1CHF on the air for open Day today and tomorrow. Contact Tony Reynard, G7HJT, on 07976 553 345. 

Farnborough & District Radio Society has a Top Band net on 1.995MHz at 8pm. On Wednesday there’s slow speed Morse from 8pm on 1.995MHz. Friday sees the club 2m net on 144.675MHz from 8pm. Details from Neville, G3SPD, on 01252 404 816. 

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Felixstowe & District Amateur Radio Society is operating a special event station at the Emergency Services Show. More information from Paul, G4YQC, by email to pjw@btinternet.com.

On Tuesday Dorking & District Radio Society is having a talk on Ham Radio Deluxe by Chris Pickett, M5LRO. Contact Garth, G3NPC, on 01737 359 472.

On Tuesday Harwell Amateur Radio Society is having a shack activity night. Details from Malcolm, G8NRP, on 01235 524 844.

On Tuesday Stevenage & District Amateur Radio Society is having a social evening. Contact Martin Juhe, M0XJP, on 07973 793 770.

On Wednesday Crawley Amateur Radio Club is having a report on Dayton Hamvention 2013 by Stewart, G3YSX. More information from John, G3VLH, on 01342 714 402.

On Wednesday Dover Radio Club is having a talk how Echolink works on GB3FK by Matt, M1CMN. Contact Pete, M0PKH, by email to peter.halloway@sky.com.

On Thursday Bittern DX Group Club is meeting at The Roman Camp Inn, Aylmerton. Details from Linda, G0AJJ, on 01692 218 562.

On Thursday Bredhurst Receiving and Transmitting Society Club is having a meeting. Contact Charles, G4VSZ, on 07982 244 788. 

On Thursday Horsham Amateur Radio Club is holding a 2m DF Hunt. More information from Alister, G3ZBU, on 01932 242 243.

On Thursday Lowestoft & District PYE Amateur Radio Club is having a club night at the shack. Contact Tim Ward, 2E0TJW, on 07810 481 182. 

On Thursday Shefford & District Amateur Radio Society is having a Top Band pedestrian DF hunt with Steve Durham as the fox. Contact John Burnett, 2E0OAK, on 07860 804 793.

On Friday Fort Purbrook Amateur Radio Club is having a talk by Sally, G7UCL. Details from Neil Hoare, M0NEH, on 02392 378 559. 

On Friday Mid-Sussex Amateur Radio Society is having a talk by John Berry, G8JBJ, on what bands we might gain and lose and why. Details from Mike Mundy, G1TDL, on 01444 246 899.

On Friday Wimbledon & District Amateur Radio Society is holding an antenna forum. Contact Andrew Maish, G4ADM, on 02083 353 434.

On Saturday Bromley & District Amateur Radio Society is at Bromley Pageant of Motoring from 8am to 6pm. Details from Andy, G4WGZ, on 01689 878 089.

On Saturday Newbury & District Amateur Radio Society is taking part in NFD with team leaders G4LMW & G0ORH. Contact Rob, G4LMW, on 01635 862 737.

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST

We start with clubs that have several events this week. Exeter Amateur Radio Society Club is holding its HF net on Monday from 7.45pm on 3.675MHz. The Tuesday 2m net is on 145.575MHz at 7.45pm and on Thursday it’s the 4m net on 70.425MHz from 7pm. Contact Nick, 2E0NRJ, on 01363 775 756.
Riviera Amateur Radio Club is putting MX0RIV on the air on Tuesday. The club net is on Wednesday from 8pm on 145.425MHz. Contact Alan Wyatt, G2DXU, by email to rivieraarc@gmail.com.

Now we return to the traditional listing in date order. On Monday Bristol RSGB Group is having a talk by Chris Morecombe, G3VEH, on the role of Ofcom at the Olympics. Details from Robin, G3TKF, on 01225 420 442.

On Tuesday Mid Somerset Amateur Radio Club is having a social gathering at The King's Arms, Shepton Mallet. Contact Nick, 2E0FGQ, on 01749 346 320.

On Wednesday Thornbury & South Gloucestershire Amateur Radio Club is on the air. Contact Tony, G0WMB, on 01454 417 048.

On Thursday South Bristol Amateur Radio Club is on the air. Details from Andrew Jenner, G7KNA, on 07838 695 471.

On Thursday Swindon & District Amateur Radio Club has an activity night. Contact Den, M0ACM, on 07810 317 750.

On Thursday Yeovil Amateur Radio Club Station is on the air. More information from Rodney Edwards, M0RGE, on 01935 825 791.

On Friday Poole Radio Society continues its Advanced course and is having an activity night. Details from Bill Coombes, G4ERV, by email to secretary@g4prs.org.uk.

NEWS FOR WALES

On Thursday Aberystwyth & District Amateur Radio Society is having a club night on the air on 145.500MHz. Details from Ray, GW7AGG, on 01970 611 853.

On Friday Llanelli Amateur Radio Society commences three days of operating GW100RSGB. Contact Craig, MW0MXT, on 01269 845 773.

