Report of the RSGB ARDF Committee for the period ending 31 Dec 2011

The ARDF Committee is a group of committed volunteers who have been driving forward the development of this aspect of ‘Sport Radio’ in the UK.

The ARDF Festival was staged over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend in May and used areas in Shropshire and Herefordshire.  We welcomed a number of visitors from the Continent, some of whom were here to sample ARDF in the UK  for the first time.

Day 1 (the Saturday) saw us return to Brampton Bryan after an interval of four years. This beautiful parkland and mature deciduous woodland with its heavily contoured area, gave a real challenge for direction finding using the 144 MHz band.  The RSGB Champion was David Williams running in M40 by a mere 41 seconds from Steve Stone running in M60.

The event moved to Mortimer forest for the 3.5 MHz Championship race and competitors had to deal with the steep slopes and sometimes thick plantations of this working forest. Andrew Soltysik triumphed as RSGB champion to take home the 3.5 MHz trophy.

RSGB President Dave Wilson came to present the trophies and certificates. He ventured out into the forest with some guidance from Michael Dunbar, to find one of the hidden transmitters.  He also took the opportunity to meet  the visitors from the Continent.

The final day was a FoxOring competition at Brockhampton in Herefordshire. In spite of the heavy rain and slippery paths everyone returned from the course full of stories of route choice and good direction finding. The sun even emerged in time for the presentation of the awards for the day.

The highlight of the year was the RSGB participation in the IARU region 1 Championships, which were held in Baile Felix, Romania. A team of 9 competitors travelled out there, all at their own expense. We had a full team in both the M40 and M60 classes and were also represented in M21, M50 and W35.

The best of the results came from the M40 team in the 3.5 MHz race when they secured fourth place. This is the closest that an RSGB team has ever been to the podium at an international event

The RSGB Foxoring equipment has been loaned to a number of affiliated Societies and scout groups during the year. However, it is felt that the FoxOring format may not be the most effective to promote the real attractions of the IARU format for competitive ARDF. For 2012, the equipment has been reconfigured to provide equipment for an event with 4 transmitters in a two minute cycle. This means that a map of the area is no longer essential and it also gives a more realistic feel for the ‘classic’ ARDF format.  A standard ‘kit’ comprising four transmitters and ten receivers will be available on loan in 2012. The Committee will be taking soundings to see if this format works better than the FoxOring one.

During the year Vlad Boev 2E0VLB was appointed an International Referee by the IARU Region 1 ARDF Working Group. He is the first member of the RSGB to be appointed as an International Referee for ARDF.

One of the negatives has been the failure to attract continuing participation by young people. The Committee will be examining this situation and looking for other ways to attract the attention of the young by better targeting and perhaps running competitions of shorter duration, which engender a greater sense of excitement.

2012 will mark the 10th anniversary of the very first ARDF event to be run in the UK using the IARU rules.  The Committee sees the continuing need to encourage participation and to organise a full programme of events as widely spread geographically as possible. 

The 16th  IARU World Championships will be held in Serbia in September 2012 and the hope is that the RSGB will again send a strong team.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge the enthusiasm and contributions of the Committee members in running events and promoting the sport.  

The Committee is also grateful for the unfailing support it has received from the RSGB Board member responsible for Sport Radio, John Gould G3WKL and from Radcom editor Elaine Richards.
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